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St John’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 
520 W Chestnut St, Lake City, MN  55041 

651-345-3523 (church)      651-345-4092 (school) 

www.StJohnsLakeCity.com 

office@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

 

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 

25 October 2020      8:00 and 10:30 A.M. 

 

Welcome!  Even if no one else here knows you, our Savior 

Jesus knows you by name.  In His name we welcome you.  May 

you find God’s peace and our friendship here. 

   We love to have Children with us in the pews for worship.  

We love babies in worship too because our Savior said, “Let the 

little children come to me.”  When babies need to cry loudly, the 

Parent’s Room (just outside our worship area) is a good place 

for them to let it all out.  Then come back so we can all worship 

together. 

   If your hearing aids have T-Coils, set them to “on” and the 

service will be piped wirelessly to your ears. 

   Generally, only members of St. John’s participate in the 

Lord’s Supper here.  We wouldn’t presume to ask you, our 

honored guests, to stand with us until you know what we stand 

for.  We hope you appreciate the sincere love we are showing 

you by following this Scriptural practice.  We consider it a good 

thing when someone wants to receive the Lord’s Supper with us, 

and we’ll gladly work with you so you may attend the Lord’s 

Supper as soon as possible. 

   We would love to stay in contact with you.  You may find a 

ministry card on the pew in front of you and fill it out.  God 

bless your week.  Come hear God’s Word with us again! 
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Pre-Worship Prayer —Martin Franzmann 

O Kingly Love, that faithfully didst keep Thine ancient promises, 
Didst bid the bidden come to Thee, the people Thou didst choose to bless, 

This day we raise our song of praise adoring Thee, 
That in the days when alien sound had all but drowned 

Thine ancient, true, and constant melody, 
Thy mighty hand did make a trumpet none could silence or mistake; 
Thy living breath did blow for all the world to hear, living and clear: 

The feast is ready; come to the feast! 
The good and the bad, Come and be glad! 
Greatest and least, come to the feast! 

 

Divine Service I 
 

Worship Theme God Has Invited You to His Banquet 
 

Hymn #730 (stanzas 1-2) 

        Refrain  Blessed are they which are called,  

blessed are they which are called, 

blessed are they which are called 

to the marriage feast of the Lamb. 

1. Multitudes, clothed in white robes,  

   from ev’ry nation and tongue, 

stood before God and the Lamb 

   at the marriage feast of the Lamb. (no refrain) 

2. They’ll neither hunger nor thirst;  

   death, sorrow, pain vanquished now, 

God wipes all tears from their eyes  

   by the marriage feast of the Lamb.  Refrain 
 

Invocation, Confession and Absolution 
Pastor:  It is because the Lord cleansed us in Baptism that we who have 

sinned are able to stand before holy God.  And so we repeat the 

words spoken at our baptism:  In the NAME of the Father and of the 

Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
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Congregation:  Amen.  Almighty Lord God, we have come 

together to stand in Your presence, to hear Your Word, 

and to praise Your holy name. 

P: But who may appear in Your presence, heavenly Father, and who 

may call on You for help? 

C: Those who have clean hands and a pure heart; they shall 

receive blessings from the Lord. (from Psalm 24) 

P: O holy and righteous God, You alone can make us completely clean.  

We have rebelled against You and become worthless in Your sight.  

But Your mercies are new every morning (Lamentations 3:22-23).  At Your 

command and promise, we come to You and confess our sins. 

C: O holy and merciful Father, Your law exposes me as one 

who has gone against Your will.  I plead guilty of all my 

sins, even those I am not aware of. 

P: Yet, for Jesus’ sake, deal with me according to Your grace.   

C: Count Jesus’ death as mine and so consider all my sins 

paid for (2 Corinthians 5:14).  Count Jesus’ life as mine and so 

credit my account with abundant holy living (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

P: Our gracious Father in heaven hears the prayer of every repentant 

sinner.  He has declared you ‘not guilty’ for Jesus’ sake (Romans 3 – 5).  

Raise your voices in song to the God of your salvation! 
 

Glory to God (sung by the congregation) 
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We Prepare to Hear God’s Word 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Almighty King, to be invited to the eternal Wedding Banquet of Your 

Son is indeed an honor!  You sought us from the highways and 

byways, and Your Holy Spirit has moved us to be here for a 

foretaste of those joys.  Lead us to invite still others to Your Banquet 

so that they too may rejoice.  We ask it through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.        
C:  Amen. 

 

We Listen to God’s Word 
 

Epistle Lesson Philippians 4:4-13 
4Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again: Rejoice! 5Let 

your gentleness be evident to all.  The Lord is near. 6Do not be 

anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7And 

the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 8Finally, brothers, 
whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever 

is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is 

excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. 9Whatever 
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you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in 

me—put it into practice.  And the God of peace will be with 

you.  10I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have 

renewed your concern for me.  Indeed, you have been 

concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. 11I am not 

saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be 

content whatever the circumstances. 12I know what it is to be 

in need, and I know what it is to have plenty.  I have learned 

the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether 

well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13I can 

do everything through him who gives me strength. 

P: You have heard the Word of the Lord. 

C (speaks): Thanks be to God! 
 

Verse of the Day  Revelation 19:7a 

P: Alleluia!  Praise the Lord!  Let us rejoice and be glad and give him 

glory! 

C: For the wedding of the Lamb has come!  Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Matthew 22:1-14 
1Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom 

of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for 

his son. 3He sent his servants to those who had been invited to 

the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come. 
4Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who 

have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen 

and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is 

ready.  Come to the wedding banquet.’ 5But they paid no 

attention and went off—one to his field, another to his 

business. 6The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and 

killed them. 7The king was enraged.  He sent his army and 

destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 8Then he said 

to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I 
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invited did not deserve to come. 9Go to the street corners and 

invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ 10So the servants went 

out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, 

both good and bad, and the wedding hall was filled with 

guests.  11But when the king came in to see the guests, he 

noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes.  
12‘Friend,’ he asked, ‘how did you get in here without wedding 

clothes?’  The man was speechless. 13Then the king told the 

attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, 

into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing 

of teeth.’ 14For many are invited, but few are chosen.” 

P: You have heard the Gospel of the Lord. 

C (speaks): Praise be to Christ! 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again 

from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there He will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 

of the body and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day #730 (stanzas 3-5) 

3.  Blessing and honor, they cry, 

unto the Lamb that was slain, redeeming us with His blood 

in the marriage feast of the Lamb. 
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4.  Servant, saint, martyr at rest 

sanctified, ransomed, restored, thund’rously sing a new song 

of the marriage feast of the Lamb. 
 

        Refrain  Blessed are they which are called,  

blessed are they which are called, 

blessed are they which are called 

to the marriage feast of the Lamb. 
 

5.  Worthy are You, Lamb of God, 

to receive glory and praise Alleluia and amen! 

for the marriage feast of the Lamb.   Refrain 

 

Sermon John 15:1-17 
1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2He cuts off 

every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that 

does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 
3You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to 

you. 4Remain in me, and I will remain in you.  No branch can 

bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.  Neither can you 

bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5I am the vine; you are the 

branches.  If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear 

much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does 

not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and 

withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and 

burned. 7If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask 

whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 8This is to my 

Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to 

be my disciples. 9As the Father has loved me, so have I loved 

you.  Now remain in my love. 10If you obey my commands, you 

will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s 

commands and remain in his love. 11I have told you this so that 

my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12My 

command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13Greater 

love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his 
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friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command. 15I no 

longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his 

master’s business.  Instead, I have called you friends, for 

everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to 

you. 16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed 

you to go and bear fruit – fruit that will last.  Then the Father 

will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17This is my 

command: Love each other. 

Lord, Help Me Be a John 15 Christian 

 

We Respond to the Word 
 

Create in Me a Pure Heart 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayers of the Church spoken by the pastor 
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Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  Hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come,  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread,  And forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, 

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

A note about Holy Communion to all communicants: Members of 

our sister churches in the WELS & ELS are welcome to participate 

with members of St. John’s.  At the appropriate time the pastor will 

direct you to peel off the cover from the “bottom” of the plastic 

chalice to reveal the bread.  Hold up your plastic chalice so the pastor 

can see when everyone is ready.  Then he’ll say Jesus’ words of 

institution for the bread, and we’ll all eat at the same time.  Then peel 

off the cover from the wine and hold up your plastic chalice.   The 

pastor will say Jesus’ words of institution for the wine, and we’ll all 

drink at the same time.  After the benediction someone will come 

around to pick up the material for disposal. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 

P: The Lord be with you.   C (speaks):  And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts.       C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places 

give You thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised that wherever two or 

three come together in His name, there He is with them to shepherd His 

flock till He comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on 

earth and hosts of heaven, we praise Your holy name and join their 

glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus) 

 
 

Jesus’ Words of Institution  and  Distribution 

 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.        

C (speaks):  Amen. 
 

Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis) 
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Thanksgiving and Prayer 

P: O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 

C: and His mercy endures forever. 

P: We give thanks, almighty God, that You have refreshed us with Your 

Word and again with Your Holy Supper.  Through these means of 

grace strengthen our faith in You and increase our love for one 
another.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on 

you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look on you with favor and 

grant you His  peace.      

C: Amen. 

 

Hymn #745* 

1. May the peace of God our heav’nly Father, 

and the grace of Christ the risen Son, 

and the fellowship of God the Spirit 

keep our hearts and minds within His love. 
 

Refrain: And to Him be praise for His glorious reign 

from the depths of earth to the heights of heav’n. 

We declare the name of the Lamb once slain— 

Christ eternal, the King of kings. 
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2. May this peace which passes understanding, 

and this grace which makes us what we are, 

and this fellowship of His Communion 

make us one in spirit and in heart.     Refrain 
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Memory Verse of the Month Colossians 3:16 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and 

admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, 

hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 

 

SERVING THE LORD AND US 
October 25, 2020 

 

Preacher: Pastor Nathan Cordes   651-448-3559    KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

Organist: Dianne Wolff        
Audiovisual Techs: Chris Fischer, Kristi Gross 
Flower Committee for October:  Renee Hinck and Vonne Oliver 
Our LES Teachers:  
 Mr. David Zabel, Principal, Gr. 6-8  Miss Katie Siverly, Gr. PK 
 Miss Allison Hofland, Gr. K Mrs. Jamie Fischer, Gr. PK 
 Mrs. Erin Achey, Gr. 1-2 Miss Molly Ring, Gr. 3-5 
 

BIRTHDAYS this week are; Howard Burfeind, Jennifer Ellison, 
Amanda Jacob, Lawrence Paulson, Bill Wohlers, Josh Stehr and Ian 
Borgschatz/Armstrong.  Please send corrections and additions to the 
office Monday - Friday, 8 am - 3 pm at 345-3523 or email 
office@stjohnslakecity.com. 

mailto:offcie@stjohnslakecity.com
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Some of the Ways We Responded to Jesus’ Love 

Sunday Morning In-Person Worship Attendance–  
58 and 48 plus all who watch the worship video 

We thank the Lord for moving us to give generously for the spread of God’s Word! 
Monthly financial reports are available on the information desk 

or by email or U.S. Mail. 

 

LAST SUNDAY OFFERING This offering is designated for the 
organists/pianists and choir director of our congregation.  This 
offering gives us an opportunity to show our appreciation for the 
dedicated work of these servants of our Lord.  A special envelope 
is available for this offering.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 

IS IT SCARY?  When you are ready to come back to in-person 
worship, you may come to the church on Saturday and see for 
yourself how things work.  Knowing the steps  can help us feel 
more comfortable.  You can also read about the steps in this 
week’s WF which goes out to everyone by email usually on 
Thursdays.  If you don’t have email, stop by the church.  Just inside 
the door near the elevator is a table with the previous four weeks’ 
worth of WFs and sermons. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  for children age 4 through 6th Grade starts 
right here in the worship area at 9:15.  We review the memory 
verse of the month, sing a song, hear a little message that gets us 
ready for our Bible story, and have a prayer.  We finish at 10:15.  If 
parents prefer, there is a neat way to do Sunday School at home. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION   What a blessing to receive this 
Sacrament!  If you or someone you know is not comfortable 
coming to in-person worship for Holy Communion, contact our 
pastor and set up a time to be communed.  Our Elders are ready 
to help so that all of our people can benefit from this Sacrament. 
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Opportunities for Learning and Spending Time Together Virtually 
October 25, 2020 – November 1, 2020 

Sunday – Last Sunday Offering 
  8:00 AM  Worship with masks and 

Communion 
  8:00 AM  Live-stream on YouTube 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School 
10:30 AM  Worship with masks and 

Communion  
10:30 AM  Rebroadcast of 8 AM 

service on ch 18 

Monday 
  2:00 PM   High Street House 
  3:00 PM   Pepin Plaza 
  4:00 PM   Caring Hands Quilters 
  6:30 PM   Women’s Evening Bible 

Study   312 W Lyon Ave 
 

Tuesday  
  8:00 AM until Noon  Reserve your 

spot at Sunday’s service 
  7:00 PM   Evangelism Meeting 
 

Wednesday  
  8:00 AM  until Noon Reserve your 

spot at Sunday’s service 

Wednesday cont. 
  8:40 AM   Chapel – watch safely 

from home on ch 18 
  3:30 PM  Catechism Bible study 
  7:00 PM  Rebroadcast of Sunday’s 

service on ch 18 
 

Thursday  
  8:00 AM until Noon  Reserve your 

spot at Sunday’s service 
 

Friday  

  8:00 AM until Noon  Reserve your 
spot at Sunday’s service 

 

Saturday 
 

Sunday  
  8:00 AM  Worship with masks   
  8:00 AM  Live-stream on YouTube 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School 
10:30 AM  Worship with masks  
10:30 AM  Rebroadcast of 8 AM 

service on ch 18 

 

SERVING THE LORD BRINGS JOY to our Savior and to those 
who serve.  These are some ways that able-bodied members can 
serve the Lord and His people every Sunday.   Before each service 
…  Open a church door as worshipers arrive so you are the only 
one who touches the door handle.  Sanitize handrails and other 
handles in between users.  Sit at the table and help people find 
their seating assignments.  Wait at the back of church to help 
people find their pew.   After each service …   Put away the 
offering after each service (two people do this together).   After 
the early service …  Take 8 worship folders and sermons to the 
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Plaza (call Elaine K).   After the late service …  Turn off all the lights 
in the worship area, narthex, stairwell.  Set the thermostat fan 
from “on” to “auto.”  Close the four swinging doors at the back of 
the worship area.  Latch and lock the five church doors to the 
outside.   (There is a sign-up sheet on the info counter for those 
who are ready to take on a task.  Training is available.) 
 

ARE YOU QUALIFIED TO TEACH?  We are in need of teachers 
for our youngest  Sunday School class and our teen class.  Two 
teachers per class works great for sharing this office.  If you don’t 
qualify to teach but still want to support our Sunday School 
program behind the scenes, we also need a Sunday School 
administrator.  A list of duties is available, and you will receive as 
much training as you desire.  Please contact Pastor Cordes if you 
would like more information or an interview.  Thank you for 
prayerfully considering the needs of God’s children. 
 

Our FORWARD IN CHRIST magazine has inspirational articles 
and also updates on how the gospel is spreading via our sister 
churches throughout this country and the world.  We receive 
three extra copies that anyone can borrow.  A number of our 
members who subscribe to this monthly magazine are willing to 
share their copies with other members after they finish.  Find 
these share-able copies on the information desk by church office. 
 

GOOD COMMUNICATION  helps everyone.  Ministry cards are 
available for our use on the back of each pew.  On one side of the 
ministry cards we may write a prayer-concern for our pastor to pray 
about either privately or during worship.  It’s also okay to write an idea 
or some feedback to the church leadership on a ministry card—like a 
suggestion box.  On the other side guests or members can request 
information, or we can update the church office with our new contact 
information.  If you prefer to communicate any of this electronically, 
send an email to office@StJohnsLakeCity.com, or to our pastor at 
KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com. 

mailto:office@StJohnsLakeCity.com
mailto:KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com

